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Co-op 8 Assignment 

Reading/Notetaking: 

Complete reading as assigned by your parent(s), taking notes as needed for key figure cards, assigned questions, and 

personal interest. 

 

Geography: 

On map you received in class… 

o label Independence, Missouri - the starting point of the Oregon Trail 

o trace the route of the Oregon Trail through Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, Idaho, and Oregon 

o label the Columbia River, the Yellowstone River, and the Colorado River 

 

Timeline Work: 

Please add the events/dates listed below to your timeline. Please use the top half of your timeline for US events and the 

bottom half for other world events throughout the year. 

o 1848 gold discovered in California 

o 1849-1850 Zachary Taylor is president 

 

Key Figures Cards: 

Cut out the following key figure cards and complete as much of the card as possible.  

o Zachary Taylor 

 

See questions on following page…  
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Questions: (You may answer these below with neat handwriting or type your responses.)  

1. What character traits did the pioneers need in order the make the journey west considering the challenges, both 

physical and spiritual, that they faced? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why was the gold rush also referred to as gold fever? What different types of people contracted gold fever, and 

how did they participate in the gold rush? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. CHALLENGE – This question is entirely optional – tackle it if you’d like the CHALLENGE!  

What sinful attitudes did American miners and residents of California display towards foreigners, and why? (Think 

about what we discussed about Manifest Destiny, etc). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

********************** You survived Units 1 & 2 – get ready for JEOPARDY!**************************** 

 


